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Your Wedding at Faith Lutheran Church

Thank you for allowing us at Faith Lutheran Church to assist you in
the planning of your wedding service. Here is how we can help you:

1. We can help make your wedding a worship service where you,
your family and your guests can celebrate God's love for us
through Jesus Christ as we thank God for the gift of love in
marriage.

2. Our pastoral staff, partnering with local marriage and family
resources, can help you prepare for marriage in the context of
the Christian faith.

3. Our wedding coordinator can answer many of your questions
about the specifics for your wedding ceremony. She will also
conduct your wedding rehearsal.

4. Our organist can assist you in selecting from a broad repertoire
of music that will reflect your taste and be appropriate for a
worship service.

We consider it a privilege to serve you in the planning of your
service, for we believe that God has made a special investment in you
and in your love for each other. We want your wedding day to be a
joyful and blessed celebration, a reflection of God's love for you.

The rest of this guide contains many helpful details and guidelines as
you plan your wedding. Please call the church office if you have
questions. May you experience God's blessings in all of your
preparations!




About Marriage

Choosing to be married in the Church is a reflection of your Christian faith and
recognition that the Church is the community where Christians gather to
worship, learn, witness, and serve. It is also recognition that the Church is your
spiritual home and the place where many important steps in your life are
celebrated and affirmed. Finally, you are stating that Jesus Christ and the
Church will be a part of your life-long commitment to each other.

With your upcoming marriage it is important to recognize that much more is
happening than simply a wedding ceremony, important as that is. You are being
married. The wedding is the public celebration of your life-long commitment
before God and to one another. It begins the marriage. You are invited to make
your focus not so much on the wedding as on the marriage.

Marriage has been around since the beginning of time! There is nothing
essentially "Christian” about it. People of all faiths and cultures join in marriage.
And yet, we as Christians celebrate the holiness of marriage by joining husband
and wife together under the blessing of God.

Covenant
Marriage is essentially a Covenant of Fidelity between a man and a woman made
with society's sanction and grounded in the steadfast love of God. As God is
faithful to us, so we can be faithful toward each other in love.

Marriage is also a Social Contract, the basis of which is the commitment that
the man and woman make to each other. Contrary to popular understanding, the
basis in marriage is not just romantic love, for such love is changeable. You
cannot promise to be 'in love' years hence, but you can make a loving
commitment to each other. For people, faithfulness and romantic love do not
necessarily go fogether. But in God the two are joined! Marital vows of fidelity
grounded in the love of God will abide forever.

The Marriage
It is not the pastor who performs the marriage, but the wedding couple. Both
the Church and State have an interest in marriage. But the marriage itself is
conducted by the two partners. Their vows of faithfulness and commitment
serve as the heart of their marriage. In the wedding service, they ask for
God's blessing and support.




First Steps

Who Can Be Married at Faith Lutheran Church?

Faith Lutheran pastoral staff and building are available for member weddings.
Weddings may be scheduled by members and those who are actively worshipping
and scheduled to attend a membership class. Non-member weddings are held
only with approval of the senior pastor.

The Date and The Pastor

Call the Church Office (763-755-3530) as early as possible to see if the date
you have selected is available for your wedding. A $100 deposit is required to
hold your reservation.

We have three pastors at Faith Lutheran Church. The pastor you will work with
will depend on the date you have selected. You may request a particular pastor
and you will be notified if the pastor is available to work with you. If you would
like additional clergy to participate, please first contact the pastor from Faith
Lutheran who is presiding at your service.

Marriages are not celebrated during Holy Week and certain other dates
according to availability.

Building Use
Because of the need to schedule more than one wedding per Saturday, we offer
the following times for your wedding

1:00, 4:00 or 7:00 PM

Your scheduling of Faith Lutheran Church for your wedding gives you 3 3 hours
use of the church. This time is divided in the following manner:; (i.e., 4:00 PM
wedding)

% hours for dressing, (1:30 - 2:00 PM)

1 3 hours for pictures and preparing for the service (2:00 - 3:30 PM)
wedding party in dressing rooms and ushers on duty (3:30-4:00 PM)
hour for the service (4:00 - 4:30 PM)

3 hour for receiving line (4:30-5:00 PM)

(NS

Dressing areas must be vacated and cleaned out after ceremony. Any belongings
found will be kept for one week. If not claimed they will be donated to charity.
Dressing areas are monitored and secured by custodial staff. Faith Lutheran
Church is not responsible for any items that may be lost or stolen.

Should you require pictures to be taken after the wedding and staff and the
building are available, a fee of $150 will be charged for one additional hour
after your allotted building time.
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e Wedding gowns cannot be kept at the church prior to the wedding day.

e We do not allow the throwing of rice, birdseed, flower petals or the
releasing of balloons or butterflies.

e The nursery area is not available for weddings.

Wedding Coordinators

You will be assigned a wedding coordinator who will contact you within three
weeks of scheduling your wedding. Your first meeting will be three months
before your wedding date.

Preparatory Sessions

All couples who are being married at Faith Lutheran are required o attend a
pre-marital workshop. Workshops will be held several times a year at various
north metro ELCA churches. A schedule is available online at
kstevensen24@gmail.com, and you will register on that website also. The
workshop fee is $100. You will also complete a pre-marriage inventory (Prepare),
and meet with the pastor to discuss the results as well as plan for your
ceremony. The fee for the inventory is $35. Contact the pastor 6 months prior
to your wedding date to schedule a feedback and preparatory session.

The preparatory session not only sets the wedding in the context of God's Word
and wisdom, but gives the pastor an opportunity to become better acquainted
with you and to address any special issues you may face in your future life as a
married couple.

Musicians

The organist at Faith Lutheran (Angie Doty, 763-443-8432 or
angiedoty@comcast.net) normally plays at all weddings where organ or piano
music is desired. The organist will meet with you to choose music for your
wedding. Please contact the church organist at least 6 months prior to your
wedding date to arrange for a meeting. Should you desire a different organist or
pianist, arrangements and approval must first be made through the Faith
Lutheran wedding coordinator.

You may provide your own soloist, and if you should need additional rehearsal
time other than the time just prior to the service, arrangements must be made
directly with the organist for an additional fee. If you would like to use a Faith
Lutheran soloist, please contact the church office.




Wedding Music Policies

Faith Lutheran views a wedding service as a sacred ceremony within the context
of a worship service. It is our intent that the music chosen for the wedding
ceremony be supportive and consistent with the sacred nature of the service.
Consequently, all music must be scripture based. Secular love songs do not meet
with the criteria mentioned above. A list of suggested wedding music, both
traditional and contemporary can be provided by the Wedding Secretary in the
church office or your Wedding Coordinator. All selections not listed must be
submitted for approval to the presiding pastor at least one month before the
wedding date.

The License

Minnesota law requires couples to secure a license to marry. By law, application
for this license must be made a minimum of five days before the wedding and up
to six months prior at any Clerk of Courts office in the state. Only one person
need apply, but he/she must have proof of age for both persons. When you
have completed both the pre-marriage workshop and the Prepare inventory,
you will receive a certificate for a reduced fee marriage license, a savings
of $70. Please note that we require that the license be brought to the church
office 30 days before the wedding. The license and souvenir copies will be
signed by the presiding pastor, maid/matron of honor and best man after the
wedding ceremony. They will be given to the maid/matron of honor who will be
responsible to give them fo the couple.

Invitations

If you wish to invite the pastor to your rehearsal dinner or to the wedding
reception, please extend a written invitation. With the amount of weekend
commitments, pastors are often not able to attend rehearsal dinners and
wedding receptions. A written prayer is available from the wedding coordinator
for your use for the blessing of the meal at a wedding reception.

Rehearsal

The time and availability of the church building for the rehearsal must be
arranged with the wedding coordinator as far in advance as possible. It is
important that the rehearsal begin at the scheduled time. Rehearsals do not
last more than an hour - if you wish extra time for decorating, etc., please make
arrangements with the church office ahead of time. The rehearsal will cover a
walk through of movements with the wedding party, the usher and reader
responsibilities, a review of the time schedule and a look at the dressing areas.




Flowers and Decorations

Please coordinate the delivery of flowers with the time the building has been
reserved for the wedding, or make special arrangements with the church office.
We have two candelabra available for your use, for a $25 restocking fee for the
candles. If you desire a unity candle or aisle runner (75 ft.), you must purchase
them on your own. Removal responsibilities should be completed by the ushers
or families (see attached policies for Florist and provide copy to them.)

Aisle Runner

Aisle runners became a wedding custom when churches had wood or stone floors,
and protection was needed to keep the wedding gown from becoming soiled. Our
church sanctuary is carpeted, eliminating the need for an aisle runner. Aisle
runners have also proven to be a tripping hazard for both the wedding party and
guests, thus we discourage their use at Faith Lutheran Church.

Bulletins

It is helpful, but not necessary to have printed bulletins for your wedding
service. Bulletins inform your guests as o the order of the service and identify
the participants. A sample bulletin is available at the back of this booklet.
Bulletins are not prepared by Faith Lutheran Church. You must submit a draft
of your bulletin for approval to the presiding pastor at least one month prior
to your wedding date.

Photography/Videography

We recommend that all formal pictures be taken before the ceremony and must
conclude 30 minutes prior to the start of the service. Lights/flash may not be
used during the ceremony, with the exception of the wedding party processional
and recessional. Video cameras may be used without additional lights during the
service, provided the videographer speaks to the wedding coordinator prior to
set up to ensure they are placed unobtrusively. Photographers are expected to
abide by the instructions of the church wedding coordinator. (See attached
policies for Photographer/Videographer and provide a copy to them)

Church Seating
The sanctuary seats 750 people comfortably. There are 5 sections of pews with
10 rows of pews on each side of the center aisle.




Church Policies

Faith Lutheran Church is not responsible for personal items that are lost or
stolen while you are in the church or on church property. While we do our best
to help by locking doors, we need your help to ensure the safety of your purses,
cameras, etc. Likewise, gifts that are brought to the wedding are not the
responsibility of the church. Someone should be in charge of the gifts, purses
and cameras at all fimes. You should appoint a person/party who will be
responsible for removing your items from the church (alter flowers, decorations,
programs, maps, guest book, personal items, etc...) The church must be left in
the same condition you found it.

The use of alcoholic beverages and illegal drugs on the church
grounds or premises is strictly prohibited. Smoking is only
allowed outside; please extinguish your cigarette in the
appropriate receptacle located outside the church.
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The Wedding Service

The typical order of worship is outlined below. A copy is found later in this
booklet. Please review the service. At the Pastor's discretion, additions and
changes can be made in the service as long as they are liturgically and
theologically appropriate.

The Order of Service

The following outline may be used in order to develop a bulletin for your
wedding worship service. A sample bulletin is included on the next page.

Prelude

Procession (organ, instrumental, or congregation hymn)
Greeting and Introduction
Opening Prayer
Hymn or Solo (optional)
Bible Readings (usually two or three selections)
Wedding Message
Hymn, Solo, or Instrumental
The Exchange of Vows
The Exchange of Rings
The Pronouncement of Marriage
Lighting of the Unity Candle (optional)
Hymn, Solo, or Instrumental during lighting of the unity candle
Blessing of the Marriage
Prayers
The Lord's Prayer (spoken or solo)
Benediction
Introduction of the Couple
Recessional (organ, instrumental, or congregational hymn)
Postlude
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Bible Readings

Because marriage is a gift from God and the Christian marriage service is
also a statement of faith, we ground the celebration and the promises of
marriage in God's holy word. Unless approved by the presiding pastor, the
readings in your service should be from the Bible.

Generally there are two or three Bible readings. You may choose to have a
person or persons significant to you read the scriptural passages, or the

pastor may read them.

The texts you choose for your wedding will reveal something about your
relationship. The list below is suggested passages. Please keep in mind the
following in choosing your passages: What drew you to select these passages?
How does this passage speak to your shared commitment and your hopes for
the future? How does the passage speak of God's blessings and God's
activity in marriage? Does it reveal a vision for your married life? Be sure to
share with the pastor why you have chosen the texts you have.

Genesis 1:26-28

Genesis 2:18-24

Genesis 24:48-51, 58-67
Proverbs 3:3-6

Song of Solomon 2:10-13
Song of Solomon 8:6-7
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Isaiah 63:7-9

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 33
Psalm 67
Psalm 100
Psalm 117
Psalm 121
Psalm 127
Psalm 128
Psalm 150

Old Testament

Woman and man created in the image of God
Companionship rather than loneliness

The marriage of Isaac and Rebekah

Loyalty and faithfulness written on the heart
The voice of the beloved

Many waters cannot gquench love

A threefold cord is not quickly broken

God's steadfast love lifts up the people

The new covenant of the people of God

Psalms

May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord
May God be merciful to us and bless us

We are God's people and the sheep of God's pasture
The steadfast love of the Lord

The Lord keeps watch over you

Unless the Lord builds the house

Blessed are those who walk in the Lord's ways
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord
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Romans 8:31-35, 37-39
Romans 12:1-2, 9-18

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Ephesians 3:14-19

Ephesians 5:1-2, 21-33
Philippians 2:1-11
Philippians 4:4-9

Colossians 3:12-17

1 John 3:18-24
1 John 4:7-16
Revelation 19:1, 5-9

Matthew 5:1-10
Matthew 5:14-16
Matthew 7:21, 24-29
Matthew 19:4-6
Matthew 22:35-40
Mark 10:6-9

John 2:1-11

John 15:9-17

New Testament

If God is for us, who is against us

A living sacrifice and genuine love

The greatest gift is love

The breadth, length, height and depth of
Christ’s Jove

Walk in love, as Christ loved us

Your attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus
Rejoice in the Lord always

Clothed in compassion, kindness, meekness and
patience

Let us love in truth and action

Let us love one another for love is of God
Blessed are those who are invited to the
wedding supper of the lamb.

Gospels
The beatitudes

You are the light, let your light shine

A wise person builds upon the rock

What God has united must not be divided
Love, the greatest commandment

They are no longer two but one

The wedding at Cana

Love one another as I have loved you
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The Vows

The vows and promises that you make to one another are at the center of the
wedding service. It is by your promises that you bind yourselves together as
husband and wife. You may choose from the following options for the wording of
your promises or you may adapt the wording in consultation with the pastor.

1) T take you, , To be my wife/husband from this day forward, to join
with you and share all that is to come, and I promise to be faithful to you until
death parts us.

2) I take you , To be my wife/husband, and these things I promise
to you: I will be faithful to you and honest with you; I will respect, trust, help
and care for you. I will share my life with you. I will forgive you as we have
been forgiven; and I will try with you to better understand ourselves, the world
and God through the best and the worst of what is to come as long as we both
shall live.

3) I take you, , To be my wife/husband. I promise before God and
these witnesses to be your faithful husband/wife, to share with you in plenty
and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health. I promise o forgive
and strengthen you, and to join with you so that tfogether we may serve God and
each other as long as we both shall live.

4) T take you to be my wife/husband from this day forward; to join
with you and share all that is fo come. To give and to receive, to speak and to
listen, to inspire and to respond, and in all of our life together to be loyal to you
with my whole life and with all my being until death parts us.
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The Service of Marriage
(From Evangelical Lutheran Worship and the Lutheran Book of Worship)

ENTRANCE
GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
c And also with you.

INTRODUCTION

P Name and name have come to make their marriage vows
in the presence of God and of this congregation.

We are gathered to withess their promises to each other

and surround them with our prayers,

giving thanks o God for the gift of marriage.

We ask for God's blessing upon them,

so that they may be strengthened for their life together

and nurtured in their love for God.

OPENING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Gracious God,

you sent your Son Jesus Christ into the world

to reveal your love to all people.

Enrich name and name with every good gift,

that their life fogether may show forth your love;

and grant that at the last we may all celebrate with Christ
the marriage feast that has no ending;

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

c Amen

BIBLE READINGS

WEDDING MESSAGE

HYMN, SOLO, OR INSTRUMENTAL

VOwWs

P: The Lord God in God's goodness created us male and female, and by the gift of marriage
founded human community in a joy that begins now and is brought to perfection in the life to
come.

Name and name, if it is your intention to share with each other your joys and sorrows and all

that the years will bring, I invite you to join hands and with your promises bind yourselves to
each other as husband and wife.
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I take you, name, to be my wife/husband from this day forward,
to join with you and share all that is to come,

and I promise to be faithful to you

until death parts us.

PROMISES OF FAMILY AND COMMUNITY

P Will you, the families of name and name, give your love and blessing to this new family?
R We will.

P Will all of you, by God's grace, do everything in your power

to uphold and care for these two persons in their life together?

c We will.

OPTION: When pastorally appropriate, one or both of these questions may be used
when children are brought into the family of those to be married.

P Name and name, will you be faithful and loving parents to name/s?
R We will.

The minister may ask the children:

P Name/s, will you help name and name in their marriage?

R We will.

GIVING OF RINGS

P: The rings are a symbol of unity which demonstrates the unity that name and name share with
each other and which the Lord shares with them. Just as the rings have no beginning and no end,
so does God's love for us. May these rings be blessed and may name and name be blessed as they
live in unity with each other and with the Lord.

Name, I give you this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness.
ACCLAMATION

P Name and name,

by their promises before God and in the presence of this assembly,
have bound themselves to one another as husband and wife.

Those whom God has joined fogether let no one separate.

UNITY CANDLE
MARRIAGE BLESSING

P The Lord God, who created our first parents

and established them in marriage,

establish and sustain you, that you may find delight in each other
and grow in holy love until your life's end.

May you dwell in God's presence forever;

may true and constant love preserve you.
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PRAYERS
P: Let us bless God for all the gifts in which we rejoice today, and let us pray for name and name
in their life together.

We bless you for the joy which your servants, name and name, have found in each other,

Pour down your grace upon name and name, that they may fulfill the vows they have made this
day and reflect your steadfast love in their lifelong faithfulness to each other.

As members with them in the body of Christ, use us to support their life fogether, and from
your great store of strength, give them power and patience, affection and understanding,
courage, and love toward you, toward each other, and toward the world.

We also pray that you would bless name and name, as a family, as well as bless all families
throughout the world. Enrich all husbands and wives, parents and children more and more with
your grace, that strengthening and supporting each other, they may serve those in need and be a
sign of the fulfillment of your perfect kingdom.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
P: Let us join together and pray the prayer that our Lord taught us to pray.

Cc Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread:
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us:
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in God's light and truth and love now and
forever.

Amen.

P: It is now my honor and privilege to introduce to you name and name last name, who are united
in marriage.

The kiss.

DEPARTURE
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Sample Bulletin

THE CELEBRATION OF MARRTAGE

For Groom and Bride

Date
Prelude
Procession - "Song Title" Composer
Greeting
Prayer
(Optional) Solo - "Song Title" Composer
Bible Readings Bible Verse
Bible Verse
(Optional) Solo - "Song Title" Composer

Gospel Bible Verse

Wedding Message  Pastor
Hymn, Solo, or Instrumental - "Song Title"

Rites of Marriage
The Vows
Exchange of Rings
Lighting of the Unity Candle
(Optional) Solo - "Song Title"
The Blessing

The Prayers
Lord's Prayer

Benediction

Postlude

THE WEDDING PARTY
Parents
(Names)
(Names)
Grandparents
(Names)
(Names)
Maid/Matron of Honor
Name Relationship
Best Man
Name Relationship
Bridesmaid(s) Relationship
Name(s)
Groomsman(men) Relationship
Names Relationship
Ushers
Names Relationship
Reader(s)
Name Relationship
Name Relationship
Acolyte
Name Relationship
Personal Attendant(s)
Name Relationship
Name Relationship
Musician(s)
Name Relationship
Name Relationship
Pastor
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Summary of Fees

Fees are to be submitted to the church office 30 days prior to the wedding.

Church Sanctuary, Custodian, and Wedding Coordinator
$ 500 Members
$ 700 Non Members

Organist $ 200

Prepare Inventory $ 35

A A A N

Candelabra $ 25 (for 2)

TOTAL PAYABLE TO FAITH LUTHERAN $
(Deposit returned to the Bride & Groom by mail 3 weeks after the wedding)

Pastor Honorarium Fee
$ 200-250 Members (suggested)
$ 350 Non Members

PAYABLE TO PASTOR $

Vocalist (from Faith Lutheran) $100 )

PLEASE NOTE: The above wedding fees are subject to change. Please check with the
wedding coordinator or church office for fees in effect at the time of your wedding.
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Wedding Checklist & Timeline

(] At earliest possible time, reserve a date through the Faith Lutheran Church office.

e Submit your deposit and registration form to hold your wedding date
o A Faith Lutheran Church Wedding Coordinator will contact you within three
weeks
o Via email, you will receive the Faith Lutheran Wedding Guide

[] 6-9 months

e You should attend a premarital workshop (to see dates and register go to
www.karenstevensen.com)
o Via email, you will receive the online Prepare inventory to complete at your
earliest convenience
o Via email, you will receive confirmation of the Pastor and Wedding
Coordinator appointed to your wedding.

[] 6 months

e Call the pastor to schedule a Prepare feedback and preparatory session
e Contact organist to confirm wedding date and schedule meeting

[] 3 months

e Wedding Coordinator will contact you to schedule a meeting to review wedding
book and assist you with your wedding plans
e Meet with organist to select your music

[] 30 days

e Bring your marriage license to the church office (include names of best man and
maid/matron of honor.)
e Submit bulletin to pastor for approval

e Submit fee payment to the church office. Pastoral honorarium fee may be included
at this time, if desired.

[ 1 week
¢ Wedding coordinator will contact you to finalize your ceremony plans

Contact Information:

Angie Quistad, Wedding Secretary membership@faithlutherancr.org, 763-755-3530
Heidi Smith, Wedding Coordinator heidis@faithlutherancr.org 612-823-2219
Kari Lund, Wedding Coordinator klund@faithlutherancr.org 763-390-1065
Angie Doty, Organist dol13777@yahoo.com, 763-443-8432
Pastor David Doppenberg pastordavid@faithlutherancr.org 763-755-3530
Pastor Kiri Solberg pastorkiri@faithlutherancr.org 763-755-3530
Pasto Kevin Doely pastorkevin@faithlutherancr.org 763-755-3530
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